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    Τη γλώσσα μου έδωσαν ελληνική 

    το σπίτι φτωχικό στις αμμουδιές του Ομήρου... 

    Μονάχη έγνοια η γλώσσα μου στις αμμουδιές του Ομήρου... 

      Οδυσσέας Ελύτης (Nobel prize in literature, 1979) 
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The handbook is designed to help answer commonly asked questions about the Greek & Orthodox 

Development Studies Program for Kids, (Herein after referred to as “G.O.D.S Kids Program”) & 

Greek School.  This is the third year we have created a Parent Handbook, feel free to provide 

suggestions as to what information you would like included next year.  Contact any Greek School 

Committee Member (page 5).  

 

THIS SCHOOL THRIVES on active community participation.  If every parent and/or grandparent 

gave just a little of their time to one of our school initiatives, it would help plant the seed of 

volunteerism in our children that will help this community thrive in the future.  

 

School Objective 

To enhance the fluency and the literacy of the Greek Language and to introduce the children to the 

roots of the Greek culture, history and religion.    

 

  

  



   3   

2018-2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

September 16th, 2018-Sunday Agiasmo for Greek School & all Youth Programs 
LOUKOUMADES FUNDRAISER sales after church 

September 17th, 2018 – Monday First Day of School (Monday) 

October 8th 2018 – Monday Canadian Thanksgiving School is closed 

October 28th, 2018 – Sunday Celebrate St. Dimitrios’ Feast Day & OXI Day; Students will 
participate in celebration; followed by a Luncheon (or 
cancelled to be determined) 

October 31st, 2018 – Tuesday Harvest Festival 

Parent Handbook Acknowledgement due 

November 11th & 12th, 2018 –  

Sunday & Monday 

Remembrance Day School is closed 

November 2018 AGM – 7:00 p.m.  

December 16th, 2018 – Sunday Christmas Kalanda after liturgy 

December 21h, 2018 – Friday Christmas Yiorti 6:30 p.m. 

December 22nd, 2018 (last class) 

        to January, 4th, 2019 

December 22, 2018 – Saturday last day of classes 

Christmas Break, School closed 

January 7th, 2019 – Monday School reopens 

Three Hierarchs Yiorti  Date TBA 

February 2019 Parent Teacher Conferences – Dates TBA 

February 18th, 2019 – Monday Family Day School is Closed 

March 2nd, 2019 – Saturday APOKRIES FAMILY PARTY FUNDRAISER 

March 9th, 2019 – Sunday Sunday of Orthodoxy - LOUKOUMADES FUNDRAISER 

March 2019 March 25th Yiorti Date TBA 

March 25th to March 30, 2019 Closed for Non-Greek School Spring Break 

April 1st, 2019 – Monday School re-opens 

April 24 to April 29, 2019 Holy Week & Greek Orthodox Pascha - School closed 

April 30, 2019 School Re-opens after Greek Orthodox Pascha 

April 2019 AGM – Date TBD 

May 20th, 2019 – Monday Victoria Day Holiday – School closed 

June 15th, 2019 – Saturday End of Year Yiorti & Last day of Greek school classes  
 
COMPLETION OF ALL VOLUNTEER HOURS by all 
Parents – Volunteer Log due; Volunteer Cheques to be cashed for 
non-completion of Volunteer hours 

** Please note that the above dates are subject to changes (due to availability)** 
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Important Contact Numbers 

 

Office Secretary: 

Koula Hadjitooulou  greekcommunity@telus.net               direct line # 604 438 6432  

Office Hours, Monday to Friday:   9am – 5pm (Closed for lunch 1:30pm -2:00pm)  

 

School Teachers 

 

1. Joanna Isidorou   isidorouj@yahoo.com   direct line # 604 600 5932 

 

2. Maria Kalogeropoulou   mkaloger12@gmail.com  direct line # 778 321 4315 

 

3. Kristina Kristani   kristinagreekschool@hotmail.com  direct line # 778 891 2214 

 

4. Maria Kotsovolos  mkotsovolou@yahoo.gr  direct line # 604 710 9655 

 

5. Georgia Minopetra  gminopetra@gmail.com  direct line # 604 836 2129 

 

School Committee 

 

Members of our Committee can be contacted by email at:  

 

greekschoolstnicholas.dimitri@gmail.com 

 

Chrysoula Gonidakis (Chair)      Direct line: # 604 808 3235  

Stella Kasidoulis (Co-Chair)      Direct line: # 604 760 4199 

Voula Siddiqui (Co-Chair)       Direct line: # 604 329 6763 

 

We welcome parents to join our Greek School Committee and/or Board of Directors.  Please 

contact one of the committee members if you are interested.  

 

mailto:greekcommunity@telus.net
mailto:isiodorouj@yahoo.com
mailto:mkaloger@gmail.com
mailto:kristinagreekschool@hotmail.com
mailto:mkotsovolou@yahoo.gr
mailto:gminopetra@gmail.com
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TEACHER’S BIOGRAPHY 

 

Joanna Isidorou: 
I was born, and raised In Samos, Greece. I finished my 

high school education in Samos, before I enrolled into 

the University of Athens.  I majored in accounting, 

marketing, and business management.  The later years I 

became a specialist in European government grants.  I 

worked as manager in a big accounting office but 

always had a passion, when it comes to teaching kids.  

I first began to teach during my first time living in 

Canada, in 2004 -2005, at St Constantine, and Helen 

Greek School, in Surrey. For the past four years, I have 

been working as a teacher at both, St. Nicholas and St. 

George Greek School.  I have always been enthusiastic 

to work with the children and to accentuate their 

education in the Greek language, and culture.  I look 

forward to continuing to educate our youth with the 

goal of generationally keeping our Hellenic culture alive 

for the future. 

Maria Kalogeropoulou: I was born and raised in Greece, and I am very proud 

to teach my language and my culture to my students. I 

have been working in education for more than twenty 

years. I have a Master’s Degree in History from Simon 

Fraser University and a B.A. in Greek Literature and 

History from the University of Athens. From 2009 to 

2012, I worked at Hellenic Studies, Simon Fraser 

University as a visiting professor, developing and 

supervising online Greek language courses.  Since 2012, 

I have been teaching at the Hellenic Community of 

Vancouver and since 2013, I also teach in the school of 

Greek and Orthodox Community of East Vancouver. 

Living and working in Canada has given me a better 
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understanding of the process of teaching Greek as a 

foreign language. Over the years I have been teaching 

Greek language, history, mythology, and drama. My 

main goal was always to help my students realize the 

importance of maintaining our language, heritage, and 

culture.  I understand that every child has different 

strengths and weaknesses in their learning process. 

Therefore I am committed to having differentiated 

instruction in my class with a variety of opportunities 

for my students to achieve their goals. 

Maria Kotsovolos I was born in Vancouver but I have spent half of my 

life in Greece. My studies include a BA and a Masters 

in Education – National Kapodistrian University of 

Athens.  I have been employed both in public and 

private schools in Athens and in the Lower Mainland.  I 

specialize in teaching ELL and students with learning 

difficulties.  I have been teaching for 13 years and I 

love every part of it.  I consider teaching to be not just 

a profession but a form of art.  I am currently 

employed at Richmond School District and I am very 

excited and proud to be part of the St. Nicholas Greek 

school team in East Vancouver. 

Kristina Kristani: 
I was born in a small town called PERMET, in south 

Albania. When I was 14 years old, I immigrated with 

my parents and my sister to Athens. In PERISTERI, I 

spent my high school years. In 2001, I finished high 

school and I enrolled at the University of Chemistry in 

Athens. I changed my major 6 months later to Early 

Childhood Education, since I recognized that is the 

occupation that I love. I have always wanted to work 

with children. In 2005, I finished my degree in Early 
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Childhood Education. I gained some experience by 

volunteering for 3 months in the first Montessori 

daycare program in Chalandri (Athens). I also attended 

seminars in Athens related to Kindergarten classes.  In 

September 2005, I moved to Vancouver and in 

February 2005, I started teaching at the Hellenic 

Community of Vancouver. I worked there for 7 years 

teaching preschool to Grade 5. I also taught a mixed 

level class for 8 years at PYRSSOS Greek School 

in Surrey. In November 2006, I was offered a teaching 

position in our Greek School (Greek Community of East 

Vancouver). I started out with a preschool class with 

8 students. Now, our school has expanded to include 

78 students and for that I am very proud and thankful. 

I appreciate all the hard work and time that parents 

have put into growing this school and for their 

support, being by my side all those years. I have 

more recently taught preschool, Kindergarten and 

Grade 1 at our school, and since I like to dance, I enjoy 

teaching Greek dances to all my little dancers. 

Georgia Minopetra: Studies:  Diploma in Education (Marasleios Pedagogical 

Academy), BA, BEd (UBC).  I was employed as public 

teacher in Greece for 4 years before immigration to 

Canada.  I have worked for a number of years in Greek 

schools in the Lower Mainland teaching children from 

preschool to high school level.  At the same time I am 

working as a teacher for the Burnaby School District for 

the past 12 years. 
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ABOUT THE SCHOOL 

 

G.O.D.S Kids Program & Greek School  

Our programs run Monday through Saturday. 

Currently we offer various programs:  

• G.O.D.S Kids Program is for 30 – 60 months of age  

• Kindergarten is geared for children 5- 6 year of age  

• Grade 1 – 7 is geared for children in elementary school 

• Grades 8 + is geared for high school  

(New students will be evaluated prior to entry into a grade level.)  

 

We operate as a program administered by the Greek Orthodox Community of East Vancouver, herein 
after referred to as “GOCOEV”.  

 

Please Note:  A separate Society called the Greek Community of East Vancouver runs the Summer 
Food Festival, with proceeds benefitting the GOCOEV and the programs like G.O.D.S Kids & the 
Greek School.  

 

Our budget is determined by the board of the GOCOEV, the School Committee along with the help 
of Parents have additional fundraising goals so that additional equipment, supplies and resources can 
be purchased for the ever growing school.  

 

History of our school 

The school began back in 2004, with only 8 students in the preschool operating 2 hours, twice a week.  
In the 2015-2016 term, our school operated out of our community for 35 hours a week, with 60 
elementary and high school students and 18 children in the G.O.D.S Kids Program.   

 

Current Programs & Grades  

Greek and Orthodox Development Studies Program G.O.D.S Kids PROGRAM – Kids Greek 
Orthodox program for children ages 30- 60 months. This is a class that is geared as an entry point for 
young children to be immersed in Greek culture, religion traditions, song and dance. 
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GREEK SCHOOL PROGRAM 

KINDERGARTEN: Twice per week.  Class is very structured with elements that include: circle time, 
free play time, lessons (language & writing), dancing and singing, group interaction activities and snack 
break.   

GRADE 1 -7:  Twice per week. 

GRADE 3, 4, 5 Advanced: Once per week, for students with strong command of oral Greek. 

HIGH SCHOOL:  Once per week.  We encourage our students at this level to work towards the 
Greek attainment level - Test Ellinomatheias Level A2-B2. 

MIXED LEVEL CLASS:  Saturdays, for students who cannot attend during weekday evenings. 

All classes will be conducted in Greek throughout the entire sessions. 

We encourage and appreciate all parents to support our teachers as they have our children practice the 
Greek language throughout the entire class as well as to communicate with each other (classmates) in 
Greek as well. The more our students will practice the more comfortable they will become to speak 
our language. Our teachers will continuously encourage our children with this practice and we 
appreciate your support in helping us to make this happen inside and outside the classroom. 

 

Greek School Policy & G.O.D.S Kids Program 

 

** ALLERGIES – PLEASE NOTE: OUR CLASSROOMS ARE NUTS/TREE NUTS, 
SESAME, FISH & SHELLFISH AWARE ** 

Please refrain from bringing in all these for snacks, lunch or dinner meals.  There are children who 
suffer life-threatening allergies.  Please ensure parents, nannies, grandparents and all caregivers are 
reminded of this policy.   We strongly recommend that your child bring only dry snack foods.  Please 
refrain from packing oily and liquid foods. 

NOTE:  Please ensure your child’s teacher is aware of all allergies and medications in the event of an 
emergency. Parents - if your child is anaphylactic please provide the teacher with the child’s epi-pen 
labeled and marked in a clear plastic bag.   

1. CANCELLATION POLICY:  Any student(s) withdrawing from the school program, 

Parents must give one full month written notice via e-mail to 

greekschoolstnicholas.dimitri@gmail.com and to the community office administrator: 

greekcommunity@telus.net.  The volunteer cheque is non-refundable, even in the event 

of an early withdrawal from the program. 

LICE:  If your child has lice, please advise the teacher immediately. Please seek immediate treatment 
and inform instructor, to ensure prevention measures are in place.    

mailto:greekschoolstnicholas.dimitri@gmail.com
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SICKNESS:  Do not bring your child if they are suffering from fever, diarrhea and vomiting.  Please 
administer all medication prior to class, as teachers cannot administer medication.   

SAFETY:  For safety reasons, we require one parent/guardian per class to volunteer to stay outside 
the classroom for the duration of the class for the G.O.D.S. PROGRAM. For the safety of the 
children and the teacher on site.  Part of these hours count towards your volunteer hours.  There is a 
monthly sign-up sheet on the classroom door to help keep parents on track.  If you have any 
questions, you may speak with your teacher regarding this at the start of the school year. 

First Aid Kits are located in the classroom and in the kitchen downstairs. 

A telephone is located in the classroom for outgoing calls. 

RELIGION & COMMUNION:  Communion can only be received if your child(ren) are baptized 
Greek Orthodox.  Should you choose not to have your child(ren) receive Communion, please inform 
the teacher.  

G.O.D.S. Kids Program:  All students must be potty trained.  For those who are almost potty trained, 
a parent must remain on site at all times, in case the child needs assistance.  If registering your child in 
both AM & PM G.O.D.S. Kids Program, your child must be picked up at 11:45 a.m. and dropped off 
again at 12:15 p.m.  The teacher will be on their lunch break and not supervising the children.  (Parents 
are welcome to stay onsite during this break)  

 

STUDENT CONDUCT: 

Students shall: 
 

 Come prepared to each class with homework completed and ensure they bring their Greek 
School Books; 

 Be respectful to teacher(s) and other students; 

 Be respectful of school property; 

 Act and behave in a non-disruptive manner towards other students and teacher(s); 

 Practice good behaviour, kindness, good manners, put up hand to ask/answer questions;  

 Zero tolerance for bullying; 
 

 WARNINGS:  Student(s) will receive two warnings to stop disruptive unacceptable 
behaviour.  If the behaviour continues, the Teacher will advise the Parent(s) during or end of 
class with an e-mail to the Greek School Committee. 

 Parents may also be contacted to come and pick up their child(ren), depending on the 
situation. 
 

Student(s) who are sent home for their unacceptable behaviour will not be permitted to return to class 
until the parent and teachers have reached resolution respectively.  
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General Information 

During the first week of Greek School: 

 Father Timoleon Prattas, offered Agiasmo on Sunday, September 16, 2018, after church 
services 

 All students will bring home the Parent Handbook.  Please acknowledge receipt of the Parent 
Handbook, by signing and returning the last page (14) and indicate which Volunteer fund-
raiser event you are assisting with to your child(ren)’s teacher/office by October 31, 2017. 

This year there will be 1 parent teacher conference-taking place.  Every teacher will meet each parent 
for 10 minutes to provide verbal feedback on their child’s success and year to date development.  The 
session will take place the first weeks of February 2019.  The teachers will be provide details to parents 
regarding the exact date and time of the meeting. 

While waiting for your child(ren), please respect the signs posted regarding the noise level outside the 
office. Please remind your child(ren) not to leave their bags/personal items and food on the floor of 
the halls or bathrooms. 

In the event of a class cancellation we will do our best to arrange a make up class. 

The lobby of the community has a free WiFi network for guests. Login is “community” & 
password is “community”  

 

Mandatory Parental Volunteer Hours 

Each family is required to complete 15 hours, plus participation in a fund-raising event, during the 
2018-2019 school year.  Please issue a cheque for $150 post-dated for June 1, 2019, which will be held 
on file during the school year.  This cheque will only be cashed if the volunteer hours and fundraiser 
have not been completed by the end of the school year.  Please complete your required hours to 
ensure your volunteer cheque is not cashed on June 15, 2019.    

The volunteer cheque is non-refundable, even in the event of an early withdrawal from the program.   

At this time, any hours volunteered during the Greek Food Festival, although very much appreciated, will NOT be 
considered part of the school volunteer hours.  

The following, are our main fund-raising events and yiortes, and they have been assigned to 

specific classes.  There is flexibility in the assignment of the events, if needed. 

G.O.D.S. KIDS Program, Kindergarten and Grades 1 – Christmas Yiorti and Kalanda 

Grades 2, 3 and 4 – Apokries 

Grades 5, 6, 7 Advanced & High-school - All Sunday Fundraisers (Three Hierarchs, 25 
Martiou, Lenten Lunch, Loukoumades and smaller yiortes). 

All Grades – Year End Yiorti  
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All Grades - Comedy Night 

Parents will work under the direction of the School Committee/Volunteer Coordinator and Lead 
Parent for each event.  Families with more than one child in the program, can contact the Volunteer 
Coordinator and determine where and how they will choose their hours or choose one event to submit 
all hours.  It is the responsibility of parents by October 15th, 2018 to contact the Volunteer 
Coordinator and submit which event they will participate with (see school calendar for event dates). 

Volunteer hours will now be tracked on the “Volunteer Log”.  The Volunteer Log must be signed by a 
Greek School Committee Member or Teacher at each event/volunteer task and not after the fact.  It is 
the Parent’s responsibility to keep the Volunteer Log throughout the year, updated, have it signed and 
submit it to the Greek School Committee once the 15 hours, plus participation in a fund-raising 
event, during the 2018-2019 school year are completed.   The Volunteer Log is in the Parent 
Handbook. 

Completed Volunteer Logs can also be emailed to:    greekschoolstnicholas.dimitri@gmail.com 

 

Special Events 

There are numerous school events that take place during the year. They vary from fundraisers, to 
religious yiortes and/or Greek holidays and other events that come up in cooperation with other 
Greek communities/schools around the lower-mainland.    

Fundraising 

Apokries Family Party (Carnival) is our largest fundraiser and was created for the enjoyment of the 
children.  As this is the largest event, volunteers are needed to help plan, coordinate, set up and clean 
up. 

Loukoumades sales take place on certain Sundays following church services.  Volunteers are always 
needed the day of, to sell tickets, help make the Loukoumades and help clean up.  

Other third party fundraisers for the school:  from time to time outside third parties want to create 
events to help fundraise for our school. These will be emailed to you in advance.  

Our fundraising goal for this year is to raise an additional $9,000.00. 

We hope to raise this number with fundraisers, throughout the year with the Apokries Family Party, 
Greek Comedy Night, Flash Back Friday, Loukoumades sales, and other events, with funds going 
towards the following: 

 Operational needs of our new school building 

 New books 

 School supplies and furniture 

 Any other suggestions discussed at Parent and School Committee Meetings (please attend one 
soon) 

 

mailto:greekschoolstnicholas.dimitri@gmail.com
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Drop Off & Pick Up 

 

Parking Lot – please remember to drive slowly in the parking lot during the day and evening classes. 

PARENTS MUST PICK UP & DROP OFF THEIR CHILDREN SHARPLY & PROMPTLY.  

If you need to pick up your child early, please notify the teacher so that homework can be arranged 
beforehand if need be.  

As there are classes in session and possible community meetings or work taking place in the office, 
please respect noise level in the lobby at all times. 

* Since our classroom time is short and precious, please refrain from speaking with the teachers 
regarding concerns/questions while class is in session. We kindly ask that you speak with the teachers 
before or after class time. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

Please detach and return this signed page to your Teacher by October 31, 2018.  

 

I acknowledge that I have received a copy of the Greek Orthodox Community of East 

Vancouver Parent Handbook. 

I understand that this handbook replaces any and all prior verbal and written 

communications regarding the Greek & Orthodox Development Studies Program for Kids 

and Greek School Program on policies, and procedures. 

 

Family Name: ________________________ 

 

Grade(s):  ________________________ 

 

Signature:  _________________________ 

 

Date:    _________________________ 
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                                               Family Name:  _____________________________ 

Greek Orthodox Community of East Vancouver 

2018 – 2019 Greek & Orthodox Development 

Studies Program for Kids & GREEK SCHOOL Program 

 

VOLUNTEER LOG 

 

 DATE FUND-RAISER 

(i.e. Apokries, 

Loukoumades, Greek 

Night, Lenten 

Lunch) 

EVENT / 

TASKS 

(i.e. Yiortes, 

classroom duty 

during G.O.D.S.) 

NUMBER 

OF 

HOURS 

SIGNED BY 

GSC MEMBER 

or TEACHER 

1.       

2.       

3.       

4.       

5.       

6.       

7.       

8.       

9.       

10.       

11.       

12.       

13.       

14.       

15.       

The Volunteer Log must be signed by a Greek School Committee Member or Teacher at each event/volunteer task.  It 
is the Parent’s responsibility to keep the Volunteer Log throughout the year, updated, have it signed and submit it to 
the Greek School Committee once the 15 hours, plus participation in a fund-raising event, are completed.   The 
Volunteer Log can also emailed to:    greekschoolstnicholas.dimitri@gmail.com or submitted to the Church office 
administrator. 

mailto:greekschoolstnicholas.dimitri@gmail.com

